
                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.hwoodturners.org 

027 491 3868   Clive  Wilson (Tutor) 
 

Issue No 37  -  Friday 10th November 

 
Please quote this code when shopping at 

Timberly Woodturning.        HC2017 

TT’s TOP TURNING for this week  

 

 Tutor’s note of appreciation: Club members carried out a mighty fine job last Saturday 
morning with a very successful working bee. The back wall storage shelves have never been as 
tidy as they are now. Members now have a wide range of choices of good wood at such low 
prices never seen before.   
Prices are clearly marked so after making your choice please pass on payment to a member of 
the committee. Band saw blades have been renewed, cupboards have been tidied, dust 
extraction systems serviced, etc etc. Many thanks. 

Now here’s a snazzy bit of 

turning work – this pepper mill 

is a turning special from the 

lathe of OSCAR AARSEN. 

Oscar used green-tinted swamp 

kauri sourced from a Waikato 

swamp for his project.  

The approximate age of the 

Kauri wood is unknown. 

However, wood from a nearby 

location has been 

authenticated at over 5,000 

years old. 

Note the subtle embellishment 

in the form of wood texturing 

(top and bottom) 

http://www.hwoodturners.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

45 days to 

CHRISTMAS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s completed turnings. 

The year’s final courses are about to 

get underway. 

TUESDAYs, WEDNESDAYs, and 

THURSDAYs 

 

 

SHAUN completed his second pepper 

mill  - this model being made from 

purple-heart wood. 

CHRIS has a new self-made 

cup chisel ready for use. 

Get busy on the lathe - it’s time to turn thingies for Christmas 

 

 

 

 

Above: Gideon’s pepper mill. 

Right: Gideon has made a walking stick 

but for whom?     Himself or Andre` 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

Thursday night’s happenings 

1. RIKIHANA – A kauri wood Paper 
pots maker 

2. DAVE Smylie – Brush 
3. CORMAC – Ice cream scoop 
4. COLIN – Delivery of 17 metres of 

150mm x 150mm macro wood 
5. Another evening course finishes 

with a shared supper. 
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Kauri gum (Information sourced from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) 

 

Kauri gum is a fossilised resin detracted from kauri trees (Agathis australis), 

which is made into crafts such as jewellery.  

Kauri forests once covered much of the North Island of New Zealand, before 

Māori and European settlers caused deforestation, causing several areas to revert to 

sand dunes, scrubs, and swamps. Even afterward, ancient kauri fields continued to 

provide a source for the gum and the remaining forests.  

Kauri gum formed when resin from kauri trees leaked out through fractures or 

cracks in the bark, hardening with the exposure to air.  

Lumps commonly fell to the ground and became covered with soil and forest litter, 

eventually fossilising.  

Other lumps formed as branches forked or trees were damaged, which released the 

resin.  

 

 

A 19th-century 

carving of a 

tattooed Maori 

from kauri gum. 

The carving is 

owned and 

displayed by the 

Dargaville 

Museum, New 

Zealand. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resin
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ori_people
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swamps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fossilising
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kauri_gum_carving.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tattooed_Maori
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dargaville


Uses 

 
Kauri gum, polished 

 
Kauri gum, unpolished 

Kauri gum was used commercially in varnish, and can be considered a type of 

copal (the name given to resin used in such a way). Kauri gum was found to be 

particularly good for this, and from the mid-1840s was exported to London and 

America. Tentative exports had begun a few years earlier, however, for use in 

marine glue and as fire-kindlers; gum had even made up part of an export cargo to 

Australia in 1814.  

Since the kauri gum was found to mix more easily with linseed oil, at lower 

temperatures, than other resins, by the 1890s, 70 percent of all oil varnishes made 

in England used kauri gum. 

It was used to a limited extent in paints during the late 19th century, and from 1910 

was used extensively in the manufacture of linoleum. From the 1930s, the market 

for gum dropped as synthetic alternatives were found, but there remained niche 

uses for the gum in jewellery and specialist high-grade varnish for violins. 

 Kauri gum was Auckland's main export in the second half of the 19th century, 

sustaining much of the early growth of the city. Between 1850 and 1950, 

450,000 tons of gum was exported. The peak in the gum market was 1899, with 

11,116 tons exported that year, with a value of £600,000 ($989,700). The average 

annual export was over 5,000 tons, with the average price gained £63 ($103.91) 

per ton. 

  

The Māori had many uses for the gum, which they called kapia.  

Fresh gum was used as a type of chewing gum (older gum was 

softened by soaking and mixing with juice of the puha thistle).  

Highly flammable, the gum was also used as a fire-starter, or 

bound in flax to act as a torch. Burnt and mixed with animal fat, 

it made a dark pigment for moko tattooing. Kauri gum was also 

crafted into jewellery, keepsakes, and small decorative items.  

Like amber, kauri gum sometimes includes insects and plant 

material.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Varnish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linseed_oil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linoleum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auckland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pound_sign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_dollar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kauri_gum_polished_side.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kauri_gum_unpolished_side.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ori_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chewing_gum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puha_thistle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firelighting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand_flax
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%C4%81_moko
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amber


 

Gumfields 

 
Kauri tree in Waipoua Forest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appearance: The gum varied in color depending on the 

condition of the original tree.  

It also depended on where the gum had formed and how 

long it had been buried.  

Colors ranged from chalky-white, through red-brown to 

black; the most prized was a pale gold, as it was hard and 

translucent.  

The size of each lump also varied greatly. Swamps tended to 

yield the small nuggets known as "chips", whereas the 

hillsides tended to produce larger lumps.  

The majority were the size of acorns, although some were 

found which weighed a few pounds; the largest (and rarest) 

were reported to weigh half a hundredweight.  

Kauri gum shares a few characteristics with amber, another 

fossilised resin found in the Northern Hemisphere, but where 

amber can be dated as millions of years old, carbon-dating 

suggests the age of most kauri gum is a few thousand years.  

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waipoua_Forest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kauri_at_Waipoua_Forest.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pound_(mass)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hundredweight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Hemisphere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon-dating


GUMFIELDS 

Most of the gumfields were in Northland, Coromandel and Auckland, the site of 

the original kauri forests.  

Initially, the gum was readily accessible, commonly found lying on the ground. 

Captain Cook reported the presence of resinous lumps on the beach at Mercury 

Bay, Coromandel, in 1769, although he suspected it came from the mangroves, and 

missionary Samuel Marsden spoke of their presence in Northland in 1819.  

By 1850, most of the surface-lying gum had been picked up, and people began 

digging for it. The hillsides yielded shallow-buried gum (about 1m), but in the 

swamps and beaches, it was buried much further down (4 m or below).  

Gum-diggers 

 
Gum-digger statue at  

Dargaville 

 

 

 

Gum-diggers were men and women who dug for kauri gum, a fossilised 

resin, in the old kauri fields of New Zealand at the end of the 19th and 

early 20th centuries.  

The gum was used mainly for varnish. The term may be a source for the 

nickname "Digger" given to New Zealand soldiers in World War I.[14] In 

1898, a gum-digger described "the life of a gum-digger" as "wretched, 

and one of the last [occupations] a man would take to."   

Gum-diggers worked in the old kauri fields, most of which were then 

covered by swamp or scrub, digging for the gum. Much of the population 

was transient, moving from field to field, and they lived in rough huts or 

tents (which were called "whares", after the Maori for 'house'). It was 

extremely hard work and not very well paid, but it attracted many Maori 

and European settlers, including women and children.   

There were many Dalmatians, who had first come to work the South 

Island goldfields in the 1860s.  They were transient workers, rather than 

settlers, and much of their income was sent out of the country, resulting in 

much resentment from the local workforce. In 1898, the "Kauri Gum 

Industry Act" was passed, which reserved gum-grounds for British 

subjects, and requiring all other diggers to be licensed. By 1910, only 

British subjects could hold gum-digging licences.  Gum-digging was the 

major source of income for settlers in Northland, and farmers often 

worked the gumfields in the winter months to subsidise the poor income 

from their unbroken land.  

By the 1890s, 20,000 people were engaged in gum-digging, of which 

7000 worked full-time. Gum-digging was not restricted to settlers or 

workers in the rural areas; Auckland families would cross the Waitematā 

Harbour by ferry at weekends to dig in the fields around Birkenhead, 

causing damage to public roads and private farms, and leading to local 

council management of the problem.  
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Methods 

 
Group of gum-diggers in  

gumfield (1908) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Most gum was dug from the ground using gum-

spears (pointed rods to probe for gum) and 

"skeltons", defined as blade-edged spades for cutting 

through old wood and roots as well as soil. Once the 

gum was retrieved it would need to be scraped and 

cleaned.  

Digging in swamps was more complicated; a longer 

spear (up to 8m) was often used, often fitted with a 

hooked end to scoop out the lumps.  

Scrub was often cleared first with fire; some got out 

of control and swamp fires could burn for weeks. 

Holes were often dug by teams in both hills and 

swamps—often up to 12m deep—and some wetlands 

were drained to aid in the excavation of gum.  

As field gum became scarce, "bush gum" was 

obtained by purposely cutting the bark of kauri trees 

and returning months later to retrieve the hardened 

resin. Due to the damage caused to the trees by the 

cutting the practice was banned in state forests in 

1905.  Gum chips, small lumps useful for the 

manufacture of linoleum, were difficult to find, and 

by 1910, the process of washing and sieving to 

retrieve the chips became common. The process was 

later mechanized.   

 

Gum merchants 

Gumdiggers generally sold their gum to local gumbuyers, who transported it to Auckland 

(generally by sea) for sale to merchants and exporters. There were six major export firms in 

Auckland who dealt in gum, employing several hundred workers who graded and re-scraped 

the gum for export, packing them in cases made from kauri timber.  

As early as the 1830s and 1840s, merchants, including Gilbert Mair and Logan Campbell, 

were buying gum from local Māori for £5 ($8.25) a ton, or trading it for goods.   

The majority of the gum was exported to America and London (from whence it was 

distributed throughout Europe), although smaller amounts were sent to Australia, Hong 

Kong, Japan and Russia.  

 

 

 

Phoo! That’s a lengthy article…..might have to read it again to take it all in. 

Cheers, Clive 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Group_of_gum_diggers_in_gumfield_(1908).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auckland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_Mair_(trader)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logan_Campbell_(politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hong_Kong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hong_Kong


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I shoulda 
had a plan 
eh. 

 

 
 

 Plan before you turn 

 Know where you are heading 

 Sort your thoughts 

 Plan your ideas 

 Make your ideas come to life 

 Turn your ideas into a visual 
 

A successful turning result usually follows 

a well-thought-out idea. The ideas in your 

head need to be unlocked and made into 

a visual.  This approach helps! 

Planning is a vital step in the wood 

turning process. Drawing can help you 

organize your thinking. So sketch your 

thinking before you begin.   Don’t be a Wily Coyote – He never wins! 

 

TUTOR’s TURNING TIPS 
 

Each of our lathe stands has 

a small sketching blackboard 

for you to capture your idea 

as a drawing of what you 

want your turning project to 

look like when it is finished. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. A handy carry-size tool box to hold all the following items: 
2. “B” pencil (cheap at the $2 shop).  A carpenters pencil is useful. 
3. Sticks of chalk to sketch your ideas before you start turning. 
4. Fine tip, spirit, felt-tip markers 
5. 300mm strip of old steel tape measure) –imperial and metric calibrations 
6. 6” Calipers (internal and external capable) 
7. Astra dot sanding disks. Abranet sheets are excellent for hand sanding. 
8. Super glue ($2 shop – they have a short shelf life so don’t buy too many) 
9. A small quantity of epoxy resin mix (Bunnings two small tubes A and B) 
10. Clean rags 
11. A sharp safety knife  
12. Pot of EEE compound. This is a surface preparation and not an actual finish. 
13. Your favourite wood finish (Wax? Polish? Oil?) 
14. A pair of scissors (cheap at the $2 shop) 
15. Two different sized sanding mandrels (30mm and maybe 60mm) 
16. A protractor – cheap at the $2 shop 
17. Wing compass from the $2 shop or make your own for no cost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARE YOU AN ORGANIZED PERSON? 

DO YOU MAKE THE MOST OF THE TIME SPENT AT 

TURNING SESSIONS? 

DO YOU HAVE THE BASIC EQUIPMENT FOR TURNING FUN? 

BE PREPARED AS YOU NEED TO BE 

Many of our members already have a handy 

carry or wheeled device for holding all the 

equipment needed for a successful, 

maximized, uninterrupted turning session. 

If you are new to the club, the above list 

should help you make a useful start on 

compiling your BASIC tool kit. The items 

marked in red are high frequency items that 

would be considered essential for you to have 

in your toolbox. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

FINAL courses  for the year 

 TUESDAYs 

21st Nov 

28th Nov 

5th Dec 

12th Dec 

19th Dec 

WEDNESDAY Evenings 

15th Nov 

22nd Nov 

29th Nov 

6th Dec 

13th Dec 

20th Dec 

THURSDAY Evenings 

16th Nov 

23rd Nov 

30th Nov 

7th Dec 

14 Dec 

21st Dec 

As usual, a 

full 30-hour 

course for 

five weeks. 

This is a 

shortened 

course for 6 

weeks .  

(Fee reduced 

proportionately) 

This is a 

shortened 

course for 6 

weeks .  

(Fee reduced 

proportionately) 

 

 

Flashback ! 

Can you identify the turner responsible for this work of art?   Two clues: (1) The turning was 

completed in June 2016. (2) The turner is a current member of our club.  


